MOCS Operating Committee Meeting
March 20, 2008

Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 10:00 a.m.  Those in attendance were asked to introduce themselves.

Nicole Bradley, Call Center Manager presented the call center report (copy attached).

John Lansford Executive Director of MOCS gave his report on the following;

A) Legislation report – Several subjects concerning legislation were covered concerning SB 904.  Mr. Lansford reported that the proposed language changes as agreed upon by the excavation associations were added to SB 904 and the bill was passed out of committee the week before.  The areas of concern have been resolved with the idea of a life of ticket not being included.  

B) The annual first of the year excavator meetings are nearly complete with a total of thirty scheduled.

C) The spring newsletters are to be mailed out within a week to over 20,000 commercial excavators.

D) Technology update included the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors agreeing to allow the use of text messaging for a primary receiving site and the use of emails for backup messages.  In both cases the primary and the backup can not be the same number or address.  The Executive Committee also agreed to allow MOCS to participate in the Virginia Pilot Project dealing with electronic locate request equipment.
Sub-Committee Reports:

Project Ticket Committee.  Due to the loss of the language concerning a life of the ticket which included the complex project issue the committee discussed alternatives.  A motion was made and approved by the Committee to recommend to the Board of Directors that the Operations Committee be directed to work with OCC to develop a proposal to ask excavators to provide an estimated completion date of their excavation.  This motion also recommended that OCC develop a proposal and associated expense, if any, to define the options available for members to select criteria on their tickets to be used to create messages similar to the current special remarks.  If a process can be developed that is acceptable to the board, the Operating Committee would be used to educate members on how these options could be used.
Abandoned Facilities.  The Executive Director reported that other states like the idea of the dig up ticket to draw attention to an exposed facility.  The sub-committee was unable to find an organization that would take responsibility to determine if an unclaimed facility was active.

Disaster Plan.  The Executive Director reported that the Missouri Emergency Response Commission (MERC) suggest that members of MOCS contact the local emergency response leaders to develop a working relationship and discuss the need for to send and receive information to reduce possible damage to underground infrastructure during the time of restoration. 
Other business led to a discussion about allowing the use of ITIC for emergencies during a disaster.  A motion was made and approved to recommend to the Board that a proposal be developed by OCC for how access could be provided to the ITIC and Fax-a-locate programs for requesting emergency locates during a disaster.  This proposal would need to include the additional cost of any of this development. 
